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Notes from our Co-Presidents  
 
Hello Sewing Sisters!  Well, we know I am easily influenced, but I was so inspired by Connie Crawford that I rushed right 
ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǿΦ  L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴŜ ŀƴȅ ǎŜǿƛƴƎ ȅŜǘΣ ōǳǘ L ŀƳ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜΗ  {ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ 
information tƘŀǘ L ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜΦ  L ƴƻǿ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŀǊ ŀ ŘǊŜǎǎΗ  5ƻƴΩǘ ƘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳǊ ōǊŜŀǘƘ, but I am sure 
you will see one soon.   
 
 I am pleased to report that our Guild meeting speakers also have been inspirational and entertaining.  We have more 
coming ς April will be the kids clothes entrepreneur and June the State Fair judging panel.  We hope to have a 
successful sew-in at the May meeting where we will prepare ditty bags for our military men and women overseas.  We 
wish to see many enthusiastic members who wish to honor our servicemen and women and also have a good time 
schmoozing with one another.  We also would like a good showing  of ditty bags at National.  For those of you who want 
to see the ditty bag pattern and instructions early, please check our website, asgalb.org.  Heather Briggs is doing an 
awesome job of the website.  See you at the meeting.   
Donna Jo, Co-President    
 
Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎŜǾŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǎŜǿƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎΦ  aŀȅōŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ L ŎƻǳƭŘ 
ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘΦ  Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƴƻǿ LΩƳ ƘƻƻƪŜŘΦ  ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŀŘ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ƛƴ Threads and 
Sew News, but at a convention we can meet the authors of the articles and see their work first hand.  Spending a few 
days with other sewers is inspiring and fun.  At ETA Dallas in February, I attended classes with some wonderful teachers: 
the Crone Art Sisters, Barb Callahan, Cynthia Guffey, and Peggy Sagers. 
 
L ŀƭǎƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ tŜƎƎȅΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΦ  ¦ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀōǊƛŎǎ ǎƘŜ ǎŜƴǘ ƳŜΣ L ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻǳǘŦƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƳƻŘŜƭŜŘ 
them at the conference.  In addition to learning new techniques in class, I learned some things about myself.  I learned 
that I still do not like to embellish.  Sitting in a class with a pile of gorgeous fabric scraps and interesting trims did nothing 
ǘƻ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜ ƳŜΦ  LΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ƳƻǊŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  L ŀƭǎƻ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ hY ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ comfort zone.  
ό{ƻǳƴŘǎ ƭƛƪŜ LΩƳ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƭŀǎǘ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΦύ{ŜǿƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǿ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀōǊƛŎǎ L ǿƻǳƭŘ 
not normally use, to combine colors and textures in new ways, and finally, to model the garments in front of a group of 
strangers.  The experience was sometimes fun and sometimes stressful, but overall it was positive.   
 
I encourage everyone to take advantage of opportunities to expand your skills, whether you attend local workshops, 
travel to conferences, or just challenge yourself to sew something new and different. 
Becky Arnold, Co-President 
 

 

Biased Opinions  

Albuquerque Chapter of the American Sewing Guild  

Advancing Sewing as an Art and Life Skill 
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General and Chapter Advisory Board (CAB) Meetings 
General meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 6:30 PM at the Asbury Methodist Church, 10000 
Candelaria between Juan Tabo and Eubank.  Guests are welcome to attend. 
Chapter Advisory Board meetings are held on the 1st Thursday of each month at 6:30 PM.  The meetings will be held at 
the Asbury Methodist Church.   All members are welcome to attend.  Contact either of our co-presidents if you have an 
item you wish to have discussed at the CAB meetings.   
 

CAB Members 
Co-Presidents        

   Donna Jo Finley . . . . . 873-2815  (donnajofinley@comcast.net)             

   Becky Arnold . . . . . . . 281-5542  (natfibers@gmail.com)     

1st Vice President and Neighborhood Groups       m 

   Melisa Hart . . . . . . . . 345-9229  (Melisa.hart@gmail.com)       

2nd Vice President                                      

   Kara Nevin . . . . . . . .  823-2887  (knevin05@yahoo.com)      

Secretary             

   Jane Casey . . . . . . . . 884-7844  (janecasey@juno.com)     

Treasurer 

   Karen Mann . . . . . . . 296-4784  (KMann33@hotmail.com) 

Special Events 

   Donna Jo Finley 

Web Master 

   Heather Briggs . . . . . .  271-1352  (candhbriggs@comcast.net) 

Retail Liaison 

   Rene Hollis . . . . . . . . . 271-4793  (sewrenee@gmail.com) 

Library 

   Ruth Krug . . . . . . . . . . 296-8137  (ralinda@juno.com) 

    Donna Jo Finley  

Member-at-Large and 50-50 

   Pat Lauffenburger . . .  884-8226  (Lauffenburger@comcast.net) 

E-Mail Coordinator 

   Ann Powell . . . . . . . . . 232-7878  (apowell575@yahoo.com) 

Community Service 

   ? 

Education 

   Donna Finley 

Fiber Arts Liaison 

   Melisa Hart 

Membership/Hospitality 

   Ruth Porter . . . . . . . . . 281-1909 (sozalotquilter@hotmail.com) 

    Marla Davis . . . . . . . . 286-8839  (abq_bears@juno.com) 

Publicity and Photography 

   Kristy Fink . . . . . . . . . . 286-1858 (kristyfink@msn.com) 

Sunshine  

  Ginny Cavalluzzo . . . . .   293-2885  (ginnyac@comcast.net) 

Ad Hoc 

  Glenda Lee . . . . . . . . . 291-0695  (cslee1504@comcast.net) 

   Cathy Redwood . . . . . 271-0349  (geocat87@juno.com) 

Newsletter 

   Ginny Cavalluzzo . . . .  293-2885  (ginnyac@comcast.net) 

   Ruth May . . . . . . . . . . 298-4875    (rwmay2000@yahoo.com) 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 
May 13th ASG meeting at 6:30 PM 
Join us for a sew-in to make ditty bags for our 
military men and women serving overseas. This is 
one of the national ASG community service 
projects for this year.   We will work assembly line 
fashion to cut, pin and sew the bags.  Some 
members will bring their machines and thread to 
do the sewing.  Others need to bring scissors  and 
pins to cut and pin the fabric pieces for stitching.  
The fabric will be provided by the Guild.  Our ditty 
bags, along with bags made by other ASG chapters, 
will be taken to the national convention in August.  
 
June 10th ASG meeting at 6:30 PM 
The State Fair is coming!  Start now planning your 
participation.  A panel of our members will discuss 
garment judging and will answer your questions.  
Plan to submit a garment or twoΦ  LǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦǳƴΦ  
We will have a ǎƘƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǿƛƴƴŜǊΩǎ 
garments. 
 
July 8th ASG meeting at 6:30 PM  
LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŜǿƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ important!   We will learn 
about Self Defense for Women.    Sean Ross will be 
the presenter.   
 
August 12th meeting at 6:30 PM 
Another fun meeting when Dr. Pam Cornish will 
enlighten us about Feng Shui and Your Sewing 
Space.   
 
September 9th meeting at 6:30 PM 
For that little girl in all of us, Julia Ainslow- The 
Doll Doctor will brighten our evening with 
information for preserving and displaying our 
wonderful dolls. She will bring dolls to look at and 
have some for sale. 
 
October 14th meeting at 6:30 PM 
We will get to know about the Christina Kent Early 
Childhood Center.  Carrie Aiken, Executive 
Director will share with us the world of  2-5 year 
olds.  We will learn the ways our members can help 
support the program efforts. 
 
 

What can you do for your sewing sisters in 
ASG?  How about serving on the CAB?  We 
need a Special Events Coordinator (could be 
two working together); Community Service 
Coordinator; Education Coordinator and Fiber 
Arts Liaison.  Contact Donna or Becky. 

mailto:ralinda@juno.com
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Road Trip!  Count Me In 
/ǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ άwƻŀŘ ǘǊƛǇΣ ǊƻŀŘ ǘǊƛǇέ Ǌŀƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

February meeting of Treadlepushers after Ginny 
announced there was a new fabric store in Santa Fe.  

That was February 16thΧōȅ ǘƘŜ нфth at 9:30 there 
were two cars headed for Santa Fe with seven 

women having a very good time!  Ginny had called 
ahead so they were warned in advance about our 

arrival, which was only polite.  

  The new shop is narrow but two rooms deep and 
carries wonderful fabric.  I think we rather 
overwhelmed the locals who wandered in with our 
consulting each other on our choices and purchases. 
L ƘŜŀǊŘ ƻƴŜ ŀǎƪ ά²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ fromΚέ 
Much laughter and switching and matching was the 
rule of the day.  At 11:45, Ruth and I had had 
ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǎƻ ǿŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƴŜȄǘ ŘƻƻǊ ǘƻ aŀǊƛǎŎƻΩǎ ŀƴd 
ǎŀǾŜŘ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ōƻƻǘƘǎ ŦƻǊ ƭǳƴŎƘΧŀƴŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 
thing too as they quickly filled up.  About 20 
minutes later the rest arrived and enjoyed the good 
Mexican food there.  Then, one car returned to 
!ƭōǳǉǳŜǊǉǳŜΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ǘƻ WƻŀƴƴŜΩǎ 
on Cerillos RoŀŘΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ƘŀŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ȅŜǘΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ 
rested during lunch.  After a half hour there we 
went on to the outlets and got home about 4 
ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪΦ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ {ŀƴǘŀ CŜ CŀōǊƛŎǎ 
if you are interested in good quality and fine 
service.  The owner and her assistant are 
knowledgeable and pleasant 

The only question for us that remains is: When is 
the next road trip?  

 Marilynn Motteler 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Neighborhood Groups 
MATERIAL GIRLS SIT AND SEW meets on the 4th 
Sunday of each month from 1:00 to 4:00 PM at Ann 
{ƛƭǾŀΩǎ .ŜǊƴƛƴŀ {ŜǿƛƴƎ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ  bŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ 
ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǘƻ άǇƭŀȅΦέ  /ŀƭƭ 5ƻƴƴŀ Wƻ ŀǘ 
873-2815 if you have any questions. 
 
PINE NEEDLES meets on the last Wednesday of each 
month at 6:00 PM at Los Vecinos Community Center 
in Tijeras, except in November and December when 
the meeting is moved to avoid the holidays. Each 
meeting is a planned presentation.    April 28th  will 
focus on ideas for setting quilt blocks and May 26th  
will feature working with recycled yarn.  Call Claudia 
Broadwater at 281-8828 for more information.   
 
RUNNING STITCHES SIT AND SEW meets on the 1st, 
3rd, and 5th Mondays of each month at Abbey Lane 
Vacuum & Sewing from 10:00 AM ς 4:00 PM and on 
the 2nd and 4th Tuesday at Providence Church on 
Encantado east of Tramway.  Bring a sack lunch to 
the meetings.  Call Kim Kelbe at 440-8269 if you have 
any questions. 
 
TREADLEPUSHERS meets on the 3rd Monday of each 
month from 10:00 AMςbƻƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ 
homes.    The April program will be a review of pants 
fitting and pattern adjustments Contact Kendra 
Margel at 856-7048 for further information.   
 
WESTSIDE SIT AND SEW meets on the 1st Tuesday of 
each month at Quilts Olé in Corrales on Corrales 
Road from 10:00 AM ς 2:00 PM.  Call Marge 
hΩ/ƻƴƴŜƭƭ ŀǘ уфл-5797 for further information. 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

July 17th Join us for a trip to the Santa Fe Opera.  We 
will travel to the opera property on a beautiful tour 
bus.  A guided tour through the opera property will 
include a visit to the costume shop ς this is 
awesome!  After lunch at the Opera Cantina, we will 
enjoy a mystery tour to some totally new places in 
Santa Fe.   The cost is $50.00 for members and 
$65.00 for guests.  More information will be available 
later, but mark your calendars now! 
 

Calendar of Events continued . . . 
 
November 11th meeting at 6:30 PM 
Sharon Carlson will be our guest speaker.  She will 
share her experiences with  her successful business 
aŀƳŀΩǎ IƻƳŜ ¢ƛŜ-Dyes. 
 
December 9th meeting at 6:30 PM 
Come to our annual Christmas party and enjoy in 
the camaraderie  and festive food. 
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Meet Our Leaders 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donna Jo 
 
I spent my early years, 1 to 12, on the Mesa northeast of 
Carlisle and Menaul.  We were the only house out there 
and Carlisle was dirt and had no bridge over the arroyo 
between Menaul and Indian School and I had to go 
downtown to school.  When I was 12, we moved to 
Montano Road just west of Fourth Street.  At that time it 
was a mud hole when it rained and very bumpy the rest 
of the time.  I graduated from Valley High School and 
went to work for Sandia Labs and stayed there for 5 
years. Then, I worked for various other government 
contractors and ended up at The Boeing Company.  I 
spent 28 years at Boeing and did everything from 
Secretary to Senior Human Resources Representative.  I 
really enjoyed the Human Resources job because I like to 
interact with people and that job was right up my alley.  
Another aspect of the job was training and setting up 
meetings and conferences.  I feel this job prepared me 
to be very helpful in ASG.  While at ASG, I have held 
Ƴŀƴȅ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ƴƻǘŀōƭȅ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 9ǾŜƴǘǎΦ  !ƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
forget the Library! 
 
I have 1 sister and 2 brothers and I am the oldest which 
ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘȅ L ŀƳ ǎƻ άōƻǎǎȅέΦ   ²Ŝ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ 
the South Valley of Albuquerque in a terrone (a New 
Mexico sod house from the swamps at Isleta Pueblo) 
house that is over 100 years old and has had only had 3 
families living it.  We are the third family and we know 
ǿƘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǿƻ ŀǊŜΦ  hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƎƛǊƭǎέ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ in her 
ƭŀǘŜ улΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ƭƛǾŜǎ Ƨǳǎǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ 
street.  We also like to tear up the house and do 
different things and we are ready to do that again.  This 
is actually a farm that has lots of big farm machinery and 
is a great place to putter.  To put the farm size in 
perspective, it takes 3 hours just to mow the lawns!  We 
love it here.   
 
My husband, Don, and I live in the far South Valley with 
three dogs, Dixie Doodle Bug, Doc, and Suki.  We like to 
travel and have done much since I retired.  Come on out 
to the farm and visit! 
 
Donna Jo Finley, Co-President 

 

Becky 
 
I grew up in Los Alamos and went to college in Greeley, 
Colorado.  All through school, I was sure I wanted to be 
a teacher, just like my mom, but 4 years of teaching 
junior high math convinced me I should find another 
career.  I became a software engineer and have worked 
on a contract at Sandia Labs for many years.  Off the 
job, I love to do almost anything with natural fibers.  
That includes sewing, spinning, knitting, and weaving.  
And collecting fabric, buttons, yarn, and fiber to spin.  
My short attention span leads me to collect more 
projects than I will ever finish.  Most of my sewing 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎΤ ƛǘΩǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǿ ŀ 
garment than to find one that fits in a store.  
 
My children, Beth and Leon, are in their twenties and 
live in Albuquerque.  My husband John and I live in 
Cedar Crest with 3 cats. 
 
Becky Arnold, Co-President 
 

Upcoming events continued . . .  
 
Saturday, October 2nd  We will have our annual garage 
sale at the Asbury Methodist Church from 7:30 AM to 
3:30 PM.  Start gathering your items!  More information 
will be coming at a later date. 
 
Saturday November 13th or 20th (date still to be 
determined)  aŀƳŀΩǎ IƻƳŜ ¢ƛŜ 5ȅŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀ 
program on making tie-dye tote bags and silk scarves 
just in time for the holidays.  More information will be 
coming at a later date.  
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 About Us 
 
 

 History of ASG 

Organizational Structure 

ASG in the News 

Donate to ASG 

Find Us on Facebook 

FAQ About ASG 
  

 Membership 
 

 

 Become a Member 

Chapter Locations 

Membership Benefits 

Renew Your Membership 
  

 Information  
 

 

 Annual Conference 

Chapter Awards 

Chapter Events 

Community Service 

Contests 

Links 

Notions Magazine 

Sew Much Fun Tours 

Sewing Hall of Fame 

Shop the ASG Store 
 
 

 Contact Us 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MEMBERS ONLY  
 

 

 Members Log-In 

Change Email or Address 

Chapter Newsletters 

Chat Room 

Special Offers 

Members Only 
  

 LEADERSHIP ONLY  
 
 

 
Leadership Login 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Index from the Home Page of 

the National ASG web site is 

noted below.  There is a wealth of 

information on that site.  Have 

fun exploring it. 

ASG Membership  

Special Offers 
Your ASG membership more than pays for itself when 

you take advantage of the many generous discounts and 

other offers from our industry supporters.   Over 60 

Special Offers from ASG sponsors and advertisers in the 

Spring 2010 issue of òNotionsó have been posted on the 

national  ASG Web site. 

Please take advantage of them!  These companies need 

to know that ASG members appreciate their support. 

Go to www.asg.org and there you will find discounts on 

sewing products, publications, and events, free shipping 

and lots more.  That includes 18 updated listings, plus 6  

brand new offers. 

 

** 10-to-20% online and in-store discounts from 9 fabric 
sources 
** $75 discount on 2010 workshops with a popular 
sewing instructor 
** 10-to-40% discounts on hundreds of machine 
embroidery designs 
** FREE admission to a California sewing festival, 
including FREE workshops 
** 10-to-15% discounts from 13 of your favorite pattern 
designers 
  
** other NEW offers from: 
    JSM Tailoring Tools: 10% discount on sewing & design 
tools from Joyce Simons Murphy 
    Leisure Arts: free book with purchase from a prolific 
pattern book publisher 
    Silhouette Patterns: four new patterns for only $29.95 
(usually $14 each) 
    Vogue Fabrics: earn bonus points to apply to future 
fabric purchases 
 
** other 20% discounts from: 
    Colonial Needle 
    Mill Direct Textiles (the Polartec people!) 
    ScrapSmart 
    SewkeysE 
  
All of these Special Offers are available ONLY to ASG 
members, and many are NOT printed in "Notions" ads, 
ONLY LISTED ON THE NATIONAL ASG WEB SITE. Please 
take advantage of them! These companies need to know 
that ASG members appreciate their support. Be sure to 
tell them that when you order! 
  

http://www.asg.org/html/about.html
http://www.asg.org/html/structure.html
http://www.asg.org/html/news.html
http://www.asg.org/html/donate.html
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Houston-TX/American-Sewing-Guild/47940933815
http://www.asg.org/html/faq.html
http://www.asg.org/html/join.html
http://www.asg.org/files/locator/index.php
http://www.asg.org/html/benefits.html
http://www.asg.org/html/join.html#renewal
http://www.asg.org/html/conference.html
http://www.asg.org/html/awards.html
http://www.asg.org/html/chapterevents.php
http://www.asg.org/html/giving.html
http://www.asg.org/html/contests.html
http://www.asg.org/html/links.html
http://www.asg.org/html/magazine.html
http://www.asg.org/html/tours.html
http://www.asg.org/html/hall_of_fame.html
http://www.asg.org/html/asg_store.html
http://www.asg.org/html/contact.html
http://www.asg.org/html/members.html
http://www.asg.org/members/member_change_address.html
http://www.asg.org/members/scripts/newsupload/newsletters/chapter_newsletters.php
http://www.asg.org/chat/asgchat.html
http://www.asg.org/members/specials.html
http://www.asg.org/members/membersonly.html
http://www.asg.org/leadership/leadership.html
http://www.asg.org/
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Membership Benefits 

 
Friendships, camaraderie, and networking with other enthusiastic creative women are just a few of the benefits of  

membership in the American Sewing Guild.   

 

Renew your Membership/Recruit a New Member 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

CONNIE AMDEN CRAWFORD COMES TO ALBUQUERQUE 
 
 The delightfully outspoken Connie Amden Crawford blew into 
Albuquerque on March 12 for a two day fitting and draping workshop. 
Connie is the only independent pattern designer and instructor to the home 
sewer who has actually studied pattern making and has worked in the 
garment industry.  She pointed out many differences between home sewing 
techniques and patterns and those used in the industry. 
Workshop attendees learned that the basis of a good fitting garment 
depends on balancing your pattern, maintaining the integrity of the grain 
line and using correct body measurements. 
Day one concentrated on sewing techniques used in the garment industry 
while the afternoon was spent learning how to draft a pants pattern.   The 
second day was devoted to fitting problems, moving darts for fit and/or 
style and getting sleeves to hang correctly by manipulating both the 
armseye and sleeve cap. 
Although the students did no actual sewing, Connie provided half size 
patterns to be cut up and put back together, folded, marked, stapled and 
taped. 
At the end of the workshop, those in attendance were eager to go home and 
make clothing that actually fit their bodies. 
 
Jane Casey 
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!ǎƪ ¢ƘƛƳōƭŜƴŀΧΧΦ 
 
hǳǊ άƻƭŘέ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ¢ƘƛƳōƭŜƴŀ ƛǎ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘȅ 
to answer any sewing questions you might have.  Ask 
Thimblena was a newsletter column many years ago.  
bƻǿ ǎƘŜΩǎ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǊŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎƻΗ  ¢ƘƛƳōƭŜƴŀ ǎŀȅǎ ǎƘŜ 
is gaining confidence with e-mail so she is willing to 
answer questions right away. Since this newsletter 
comes out 4xs a year your answer will come when 
you need your answer and then later will be found 
in the newsletter. Maybe you know more about 
sewing than Thimblena will ever know but, you have 
a tƛǇ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜΦ {ŜƴŘ ƛǘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
column. Thimblena is ready so keep those questions 
and tips coming!  Send questions and tips to Ask 
Thimblena at rwmay2000@yahoo.com 
 

Albuquerque ASG Newsletter Publishing 
Schedule    2010-2011 
 
 
WINTER (Jan.-Feb.-Mar. 2010) Deadline for 
items to be included Jan. 15.  Publish at the 
beginning of February  
 
SPRING (April-May 2010) Deadline for items 
to be include March 15. Publish at the 
beginning of April 
 
Summer (June-July-Aug.  2010)  Deadline for 
items to be included May 21. Publish at the 
beginning of June 
  
Fall (Sept.-Oct.-Nov. 2010) Deadline for 
items to be included August 15. Publish at 
the beginning of September 
 
Winter(Dec.2010-Jan.-Feb.2011) Deadline 
for items to be included Nov. 19 Publish at 
the beginning of December 
 
Send all information to be included in the Biased 
Opinions to Ginny Cavalluzzo at ginnyac@comcast.net 
or Ruth May at rwmay2000yahoo.com. 
   

Local Advertisers 
Our local advertisers are generous and offer specials 
to our members.  Let them know that you appreciate 
their support when you are shopping or taking 
classes at their stores. 

Advertising Rates 
 
Full Page:  1 Quarter Yr.  $75 ς Full Yr.  $270 
 
Half Page: 1 Quarter Yr.  $60 ς Full Yr.  $220 
 
Quarter Page:  1 Quarter Yr.  $50 ς Full Yr.  $180 
 
Business Card:  1 Quarter Yr.  $15 ς Full Yr.  $54 

mailto:ginnyac@comcast.net
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