
Well, it is fall again and it came so quickly that it sur-
prised me.  I had many things I was going to accom-
plish this summer, sewing among them.  But summer 
school at Santa Fe Community College took up much 
of my time.  We learned more about pattern making 
and draping.  Then I had fashion drawing from a fabu-
lous fashion artist, Bina Abling, from New York City!  
She had the class drawing every day for 8 days, 7 
hours a day.  Wow, I haven't had a schedule like that in a long time and, it nearly killed me.  
But, here I am, smiling and able to somewhat, the operative word, draw a person in fashion 
clothes.  These are not stick figures, mind you, they are models and, except for their head 
looking like a gorilla or an alien, I did pretty well!  With this experience under my belt, I went off 
to Los Angeles to the ASG national convention. 

Seven ladies from our Guild went together and had a grand time.  We spent some money and 
helped the California economy (doing our part was important) and came home with all kinds of 
sewing stuff.  Between us we have plenty of NEW fabric to fondle and we even went to 
MOOD.  If you don't think we are hot stuff!!  Let us tell you that we saw fabric for $250 per 
yard, Armani of course, and we also found much that we could afford.  We had a wonderful 5 
days and plan to go to Houston next year and Crystal City the year after.  We want you to go 
too. 

Happy Halloween! 

Donna Jo 
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Who had a Great Time in LA?? 
By Susan Sullivan 

 

The ASG conference was held in Los Angeles at 
the Weston Bonaventure Hotel this year.  Those 
of you who took the train trip with us a few years 
back will remember the hotel as the one we 
stayed in.  This hotel consists of 4 round towers 
each with an elevator assigned to that tower.  I'm 
covinced the hotel rotates because we could  
 

seldom find our rooms on the first try and had to keep 
walking around the floor until we found it!  All the classes 
were held in the hotel in one of many meeting rooms on 
3 floors -- plus the vendor's mall.  More about that later.  
Classes ranged from several hands-on sewing projects, 
fitting in general, fitting for specific garments (tops & bot-
toms), tshirt reconstruction, purses, computer usage, 2 
hour classes, 1/2 day classes, full-day classes the day 
before the conference actually started, and many others. 

  

Three of us (me, Ruth Krug, and Lynne Seager) took 
Ann St. Claire's bra class.  By the end of the day, no one 
was shy about walking around in our custom-fitted bras!  
If you haven't taken her class already, take it next time 
it's offered!  She had a booth in the vendor mall with 
many bra and matching panty kits -- I just had to buy 
some of those!  The other hands-on class I took was a 2 
hour "Twist Me Softly Vest" class offered by Lyla Mes-
senger.  The vest was made from a Pashmina shawl that 
was cut, twisted, and fused or stitched into place.  Fun 
but confusing!  Of course, I had to shop in her booth also. 
  

The fitting classes were great.  I gave Donna Jo 
some contact information about the teachers; maybe 
we'll be able to plan a special event with one of 
them. 

  

Did I mention the vendor mall??    The vendors car-
ried everything from patterns to fabric to machine 
embroidery designs to fitting books to...you name it, 
it was more than likely there!!  I did my part in sup-
porting the vendors, as I'm sure the others also did.  
In fact, I supported them so much that I had to buy 
another bag to bring everything home!   

  

 

ASG Annual  

Conference  

  

August 18-22, 2011 

Los Angeles CA 



I also took a side trip to Hollywood one even-
ing -- didn't see any movie stars, but what a 
place!!  Also took a day trip to Santa Barbara 
to visit Fine Fabrics (http://finefabrics.com/) 
which is a tiny little store specializing in beau-
tiful and EXPEN$IVE lace.   

AND -- with Betty Jo Veramontes as our 
guide and driver, we visited Mood Fabrics 
(http://www.moodfabrics.com/) in LA.  What a 
store!  Bolts and bolts of wonderful, colorful, 
fantastic fabrics! 

 

Can't wait to go to another conference! 

 

        Dolphin Fountain in Santa Barbara 
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Plan for the Future ASG  

Annual Conferences  

2012  Houston TX 
August 16-20 

2013 Crystal City VA 

 

 

KUDOS  

 

 

 
Ruth Porter winner of a $50 Busy 
Bee Quilt Store gift certificate at the 

Metro Shop Stroll in August. 



Chapter Advisory Board meetings are held on 

the 1st Thursday of each month at 6:30 PM.  

The meetings will be held at the Asbury Meth-
odist Church.   All members are welcome to at-
tend.  Contact either of our co-presidents if you 
have an item you wish to have discussed at the 
CAB meetings. 

General meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday 
of each month at 6:30 PM at the Asbury Method-
ist Church, 10000 Candelaria between Juan Tabo 
and Eubank.  Guests are always welcome to at-
tend. 
 

General and Chapter Advisory Board (CAB) Meetings 

CAB Members  

Education and Programs 
Donna Finley and Becky Arnold 
Fiber Arts Liaison 
Melisa Hart 
Membership/Hospitality 
Nancy Lovett . . . . . . . .   292-1362 (njlovett@aol.com) 
Marla Davis . . . . . . . . 286-8839 (abq_bears@juno.com) 
Photography 
Kristy Fink . . . . . . . . . . 286-1858 (kristyfink@msn.com) 
Sunshine 
Ginny Cavalluzzo . . . . .   293-2885 
(ginnyac@comcast.net)  
Publicity 
Nancy Lewis . . . . . . . .    266-1597 
(claudenancy@aol.com) 
Neighborhood Groups 
Melisa Hart 
Ad Hoc 
Glenda Lee 291-0695 (cslee1504@comcast.net) 
Cathy Redwood 271-0349 (geocat87@juno.com) 
Newsletter 
Leslie Sullivan 417-2481 (leslie_sullivan@yahoo.com) 

Co-Presidents 
Donna Jo Finley 873-2815 
(donnajofinley@comcast.net) 
Becky Arnold 281-5542 (natfibers@gmail.com) 
1st Vice President 
Melisa Hart 345-9229 
(Melisa.hart@gmail.com) 
2nd Vice President 
Cheryl Ryder 565-1894 (ceryder@earthlink.net) 
Secretary 
Jane Casey 884-7844 (janecasey@juno.com) 
Treasurer 
Bernadette Houghton 379-4104  
(bernadettehoughton@comcast.net) 
Special Events 
Donna Jo Finley 
Web Master 
Heather Briggs 271-1352 
(candhbriggs@comcast.net) 
Retail Liaison 
Lynne Seager 244-0097 (lseager@comcast.net) 
Member-at-Large and 50-50 
Susan Sullivan 254-9680 (abqsull@aol.com) 
E-Mail Coordinator 
Cheryl Ryder 
Community Service 

   open ï this could be you! 
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Community Service Hours 
 

Did you know that we report our community ser-
vice hours to ASG National? 
 

Please send your community service hours to: 
 janecasey@juno.com 

 

mailto:abq_bears@juno.com
file:///C:/__SULLIVAN/leslie/ASG/BiasedOpionions/janecasey@juno.com
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MAKE A BEAUTIFUL LINED JACKET  
ASG Albuquerque Chapter  

Instructor:  Betty Jo Viramontes  

For:   Intermediate and Advanced Sewists  

When:  Sunday, October 9, 2011 -  12:00 to 5:00  

  Bring your pattern (see page 2) and fabric (if you have it) and be measured  

  for pattern size  

  Saturday, October 15, 2011  ð 9:30 to 5:00  

  1 hour lunch probably from 12:00 to 1:00  

  Sew Sew Sew Yak Yak Yak Eat Eat Eat Fun Fun!!!  

  Sunday, October 16, 2011 ð 11:00 to 5:00  

  Finish your Jacket.  

Tools:  Bring your sewing machine in good working order and sewing tools to the October 

15 th  and 16 th  classes.  

Where:  Abbey Lane Vacuum and Sewing  

 9800 Montgomery Blvd NE at Eubank and Montgomery on the south east 

corner  

Cost:  $90 per person for ASG members and $105 per person for non - members 

for all three classes and, a copy of the pattern is included in this fee.  
 

This class is limited to 10 students and you become official when your registration and 

payment is received by Donna Jo.  Enrollment closes on Friday, September 23.   

Patterns will be ordered soon and we will receive a 20% discount on the pattern.  Once 

you register, if you find you are unable to attend, you will have to find someone to 

take your place in order to get a refund.  
 

Send your payment to:  Donna Jo Finley, 6716 Isleta Blvd, SW, Albuquerque, NM  

87105 ð -  make checks payable to ASG. For more information, call Donna Jo at 873 -

2815  
 

Pattern:  Cecelia Podolakõs Classics 104 Lined Jacket as featured in the October-

November 2011 issue of Threads Magazine, Page 73.  A copy of this pattern is 

included in  your registration fee and will be available mid September.  

To learn more about Cecelia, visit her web site at CeceliaPodolak.com  

The size chart and suggested fabrics for this pattern follows:  This jacket has 10 

inches of ease.  

 

To learn more about Cecelia, visit her web site at CeceliaPodolak.com  
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Chapter Advisory Board (CAB) Elections are coming soon é  
 
Being on the board is a fun time to come together and serve your sewing 
community.  Please think about a position you would be good at and would 
enjoy!  Talk to your friendsðwhat positions could you share and make 
easy task of.  How much time could you give for 1 year. 
 
Come to the meeting ready to volunteer ïorï volunteer as a team ïorï to 
recommend to the nominating committee.  Think about it!  For a couple ex-
tra hours a month you could help define the future of our Chapter of ASG.   
 
ñWhat does the CAB do?ò, you ask.  Well all of the CAB members have the 
following 4 responsibilities: 
 
1.  Attend all CAB meetings 
2.  Arrange for someone else to take over their responsibilities when they are going to be absent for a 
period of time.  
3.  Make decisions and take actions for the good of the chapter as a whole, not just for the good of one 
or several individuals.  
4.  Gracefully exit the position at the normal end of term/ 

 
The Chapter President leads the chapter, serves as the official representative and presiding officer of the 
chapter, and has the overall responsibility to keep it running efficiently and effectively for the good of all 
chapter members and the ASG, Inc. organization.  The First Vice President and Second Vice President 

work closely with the president and rest of the CAB 
on all chapter matters.  The Secretary maintains the 
records of the chapter in accordance with the Poli-
cies & Procedures manualðbasically taking and fil-
ing meeting minutes.  The Trea$urer is the financial 
officer of the chapter responsible for the managing 
the money and maintaining the financial records.  
The Community Service Chair proposes and plans 
community service projects, help neighborhood 
groups plan projects, arranges for distribution of 
completed items, and collects data and reports on 
chapter service. 
 
These and the many optional positions are described 
in our ASG Policies and Procedures Manual for 
ASG Chapters.  Ask a current board member for the 
details.  Ask them about what the job entails from 
month to month.  Our current board is listed on page 
4 and would be happy to provide more details on 
what each job really takes to accomplish. 

 
It all boils down to this:  our Chapter of ASG will be what we make it.  If you have never served donôt let 
that hold you back.  There is lots of help!  If it has been 5 or more years since you were able to pitch in 
with the management of the chapterðwould you be willing to give it a year again?  Have you retired and 
have a little more time to support the guild? 
 
Expect to see the Nominating Committee during the next several weeks as we all begin to prepare for 
next year. 
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A BIG WELCOME our  

new members! 
Beatriz Henderson 

 

Welcome back to: 

Kendra Margel Debra Lally 

Mary Karlson Judy Hughen 

Cheryl Ryder Bernadette Houghton 

Sandra Taus Heather Briggs 

Remember to  

ñSupport Our Advertisers!ò 
 

Our local advertisers are generous and offer spe-
cials to our members.  Let them know that you ap-
preciate their support of the Albuquerque Chapter of 
the ASG when you are shopping or taking classes at 
their stores. 

Albuquerque ASG Newsletter Publishing 

Schedule 2011-2012 
 

Feb.- Mar. 2011 
Deadline for items to be included Jan. 15. 
Publish at the beginning of February 
April-May 2011 
Deadline for items to be included March 15. 
Publish at the beginning of April 
June-July-Aug.  2011 
Deadline for items to be included May 21. 
Publish at the beginning of June 
Sept.-Oct.-Nov. 2011 
Deadline for items to be included August 15. 
Publish at the beginning of September 
Dec. 2011-Jan. 2012 
Deadline for items to be included Nov. 19. 
Publish at the beginning of December 
 
Send all information to be included in the  
Biased Opinions to Leslie Sullivan at 
leslie_sullivan@yahoo.com 

Biased Opinions Advertising Rates 
 

Full Page:   1 Quarter Yr.  $75 ï Full Yr.  $270 
Half Page:  1 Quarter Yr.  $60 ï Full Yr.  $200 
Quarter Page:   1 Quarter Yr.  $50 ï Full Yr.  $180 
Business Card:  1 Quarter Yr.  $15 ï Full Yr.  $54 
 

A 10% discount is given for ads paid for  
a year in advance. 

Ask Thimblina 
 

Dear Thimblina, 
 Will you please explain the differ-
ence between shears and scis-

sors? 
    Confused 
Dear Confused, 
 There are so many sewing tools 
these days that cause confusion. 
 Shears are meant for cutting all types of fabric. 
The blades are 6 inches or longer. The handle is 
shaped a little differently. One side of the handle 
has a smaller hole and is meant for a thumb. The 
other side is larger to accommodate 2 or more fin-
gers. 
 Scissors are meant for cutting trims, snipping 
threads and/or snipping seam allowances, and 
crafts. The blades are less than 6 inches and the 
handle has the same size for both thumb and fin-
gers. 
 
 
Dear Thimblina, 
 Why donôt the lines of stitching when using a 
double needle always look even? 
                                          Concerned stitcher 
Dear Concerned, 
 I have noticed that too. I have found that placing 
both lines of thread through the same side of the 
tension disk seems to balance the stitches better.  
We were taught to separate them by bringing them 
each on a different side of the disk.  Sometimes the 
rules were made to be broken! 
 
 
Send your questions and web sites to: 
 Ask Thimblina c/o Biased Opinions 
 PO Box 14614 
 Albuquerque NM  87191-4614 
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Neighborhood Groups 
 
MATERIAL GIRLS SIT AND SEW meets on the 4th 
Sunday of each month from 1:00 to 4:00 PM at Ann 
Silvaôs Bernina Sewing Center.  We bring our own 
projects to work on and share ideas and eat choco-
late!  Call Donna Jo at 873-2815 if you have any 
questions. 
PINE NEEDLES meets on the last Wednesday of 
each month at 6:00 PM at Los Vecinos Community 
Center in Tijeras, except in December when we 
move the meeting up two weeks not to conflict with 
the holidays and we go out to eat.  Call Claudia 
Broadwater at 281-8828 for more information. 
See focus on Pine Needles on page  
RUNNING STITCHES SIT AND SEW meets on the 
1st, 3rd, and 5th Mondays of each month at Abbey 
Lane Vacuum & Sewing from 10:00 AM ï 4:00 PM 
and on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday at Providence 
Church on Encantado east of Tramway.  Bring a 
sack lunch to the meetings.  Call Kim Kelbe at 440-
8269 if you have any questions. 
TREADLEPUSHERS meets on the 2nd  Monday of 
each month from 10:00 AMïNoon at the memberôs 
homes.  There are no meetings during July and Au-
gust. Programs are planned for each month.  Some 
are demonstrations of sewing techniques and  some 
involve a sewing challenge.  Contact Ruth May at 
298-4875 for further information. 

Focus on Neighborhood Groups 

ñPine Needlesò 
28 Sept. - Cathy Kelly will present Pin Cushions.  
All who come should bring one or several of the 
pin cushions they own.  Also bring a fat quarter (or 
similar size fabricðdoes not have to be cotton but 
a tight weave is best) and scissors, some pins.  
Cathy will have stuffing and other ñneeds.ò  We will 
put together the start of two new ñcushionsò that 
can be kept or given away as gifts.  A handout will 
be given in class and will be available to members 
who cannot attend. 
26 Oct - we'll have a speaker come teach us about 
Zentangles - a kind of doodling, art form, and med-
itation technique 

30 Nov - we have an on-going creative challenge 
to make a Bog Jacket using inspiration from a 
magazine graphicðat the Nov meeting those who 
made a jacket will bring them for Show & Tell  

14 Dec - we move the meeting up and go out to 
eat at an East Mountain location 

ñTreadlepushersò 
Treadlepushers does not meet in July and August. 
However, on August 11th we had an impromptu 
field trip.  Eight of us met at the Santa Fe Fabrics 
store in Santa Fe, in their new store.  After helping 
the economy we went to lunch and then walked 
into the Santa Fe Quilts store and shocked the 
store keepers. 8 of us at once wasnôt expected! 
We ended our trek with a stop at the Santa Fe Jo-
annôs. We were definitely tired but what fun! 
 
The year has been planned and starts with a 
Shrug Challenge at the home of Kendra Margel. 
What is that you ask? Kendra found a Sewing 
Workshop pattern for a simple shrug and chal-
lenged us to make one and share it at the Septem-
ber meeting.  Hopefully itôs better than our jacket 
challenge was. 
Our October meeting is to be held at the home of 
Alice Mehlberg when Ruth May presents the pro-
gram on Dimensional Embroidery. 
Our November meeting will be at the home of 
Jane Casey when she presents the program of  
Different Pockets. 

Support Our Community 
As of June 30, 2010 there are 367 chapters in all 
50 states and 3,465,151 blankets have been deliv-
ered to children in crisis all over the United States 
and in several countries ravaged by disasters.  Al-
buquerque has a chapter too!  Watch for more 
news on a sew day this fall!  More info can be 
found at  http://www.projectlinusabq.org 

http://www.projectlinusabq.org
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