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Notes from our Co-Presidents  
 
Hey Ladies, 
 
Something wonderful happens at the end of each year.  We get to close out all the items we were going to do and didn’t 
get around to and we get to open a whole new group of things to accomplish in The New Year.  One of Donna’s “to dos” 
last year was to make a dress!  Well, it didn’t get done and she is taking it off the list for this year.  She does have a 
number of things she wants to accomplish this year which include making a large dog bed.  Becky’s list of pending 
projects is frighteningly long, but a big goal this year is to replace her Costco jeans with nice-looking pants.   
 
Becky and Donna Jo are taking on Fashion Design School with great enthusiasm.  We are excited and hope to learn much 
to pass on to you, our members.   
 
Also, this year is once again Fiber Arts Fiesta.  Many fabulous vendors will be in Albuquerque with new things for us to 
see.  The National ASG Convention, this year, will be in Los Angeles at the St. Bonaventure Hotel.  What an awesome 
location.  Let’s see how many of us from Albuquerque can go!  
 
We have several new members.  Be sure to seek them out at the February meeting and let them know how pleased we 
are that they have joined the Albuquerque Chapter of the ASG. 
 
We have opportunities for becoming more involved in the Albuquerque Chapter of the Guild.  We need a Retail Liaison 
and a Community Service representative on the Albuquerque Chapter Board. Please consider joining us as a member of 
the Board.  It does not require a huge amount of time and it is truly rewarding.  Plus, we frequently have chocolate at 
the Board meetings. 
 
Becky Arnold, Co-President 
Donna Jo Finley, Co-President 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Biased Opinions 

Albuquerque Chapter of the American Sewing Guild  

Advancing Sewing as an Art and Life Skill 

Have you checked out our national ASG website www.asg.org  or our Albuquerque Chapter website 
www.asgalb.org?  They are worth your taking time to look them over.  See the many ways your membership is 
enhanced. 

http://www.asg.org/
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General and Chapter Advisory Board (CAB) Meetings 
General meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 6:30 PM at the Asbury Methodist Church, 10000 
Candelaria between Juan Tabo and Eubank.  Guests are welcome to attend. 
Chapter Advisory Board meetings are held on the 1st Thursday of each month at 6:30 PM.  The meetings will be held at 
the Asbury Methodist Church.   All members are welcome to attend.  Contact either of our co-presidents if you have an 
item you wish to have discussed at the CAB meetings.   
 

CAB Members 
Co-Presidents        

   Donna Jo Finley . . . . . 873-2815 (donnajofinley@comcast.net)             

   Becky Arnold . . . . . . . 281-5542 (natfibers@gmail.com)     

1st Vice President       m 

   Melisa Hart . . . . . . . . 345-9229 (Melisa.hart@gmail.com)       

2nd Vice President                                      

   Cheryl Ryder . . . . . . . .    565-1894 (ceryder@earthlink.net)      

Secretary             

   Jane Casey . . . . . . . . 884-7844 (janecasey@juno.com)     

Treasurer 

  Bernadette Houghton . .  379-4104  

(bernadettehoughton@comcast.net)   

Special Events 

   Donna Jo Finley 

Web Master 

   Heather Briggs . . . . . .  271-1352 (candhbriggs@comcast.net) 

Retail Liaison 

   open 

Library 

   Leslie Sullivan . . . . . . . .   417-2481 (leslie_sullivan@yahoo.com)    

Member-at-Large and 50-50 

   Susan Sullivan . . . . . . . .   254-9680 (abqsull@aol.com) 

E-Mail Coordinator 

   Cheryl Ryder 

Community Service 

   open    

Education and Programs 

   Donna Finley and Becky Arnold 

Fiber Arts Liaison 

   Melisa Hart 

Membership/Hospitality 

   Nancy Lovett . . . . . . . .   292-1362 (njlovett@aol.com) 

    Marla Davis . . . . . . . . 286-8839 (abq_bears@juno.com) 

Photography 

   Kristy Fink . . . . . . . . . . 286-1858 (kristyfink@msn.com) 

Sunshine  

  Ginny Cavalluzzo . . . . .   293-2885 (ginnyac@comcast.net)  

Publicity 

   Nancy Lewis . . . . . . . .    266-1597 (claudenancy@aol.com) 

Neighborhood Groups 

   Melisa Hart 

Ad Hoc 

  Glenda Lee . . . . . . . . . 291-0695 (cslee1504@comcast.net) 

   Cathy Redwood . . . . . 271-0349 (geocat87@juno.com) 

Newsletter 

   Ginny Cavalluzzo . . . .  293-2885 (ginnyac@comcast.net) 

   Ruth May . . . . . . . . . .     298-4875 (rwmay2000@yahoo.com) 

 

Calendar of Events 
 
February 10th meeting at 6:30 PM 
Jon Pier of Advent Wellness is a local physical 
therapist who teaches classes at such 
establishments as Sandia Lab.  He will teach us how 
to sit at our sewing machines and not to stress our 
beautiful bodies! 
 
March 10th meeting at 6:30 PM 
Jessica Barber will bring her gorgeous handbags 
and Jennifer Aimonetti will wow us with her  
fabulous custom made creams and tell us what 
products to use to keep us most beautiful. 
 
April 14th meeting at 6:30 PM 
Suzanne Kelly from Hipstitch will tell us how she 
was inspired to open her shop and what her plans 
are for the future.  She will bring us up to date on 
the activities featured at her store. 

DO YOU KNOW when your Threads subscription 
expires?  Look at the label on your magazine.  The 
month and the year of expiration will be noted on 
the label.  If the label reads Mar11 it means that 
your subscription will end with the March 2011 
issue.   
The label on my magazine is Jan12 which indicates 
my subscription will end in January 2012.   
If you renew before the date indicated your 
subscription will be extended according to your 
request. 
 
 
 

 

mailto:ginnyac@comcast.net
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Election and Appointment of New Board 
Members 

 
The election of officers and appointment of 
committee chair persons occurred at the December 
guild meeting.  All are listed on page 2.  Two 
positions are still open – Retail Liaison and 
Community Service.   Please contact either Donna Jo 
or Becky if you are willing to volunteer for either of 
these positions.   
 
The first CAB meeting for this year was held on 
January 6th.  Plans for the year are “in the works” 
and programs and activities being developed will 
provide a fun time for all of our members.  See the 
Calendar of Events, Special Events, Community 
Service articles in this issue of Biased Opinions for 
details.   
 
Keeping in touch with the guild membership is an 
important goal of the CAB.  This will be 
accomplished through Biased Opinions, e-mails, our 
website, and telephone when needed.  So, keep 
checking on these ways to communicate.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EDUCATION OF THE TEXTILE ARTS 
ETA Dallas 

 
February 2011 is the 6th year for the ETA Dallas 
conference sponsored by Peggy Sagers of Silhouette 
Patterns.    The conference offers many opportunities 
for the attendees to learn today’s textile and how we 
use them in our lives.  This year, several of our 
Albuquerque Sewing Guild members will attend ETA to 
take classes from well-known teachers like Barb 
Callahan, Cynthia Guffey, Anne St Clair,  and Kathy 
Ruddy.  Melisa Hart will participate in a design challenge 
workshop.  Becky Arnold will teach classes in the 
identification, use and care of natural fibers and 
beginning knitting. 

KUDOS 
Congratulations to Virginia Cavalluzzo, the recipient 
of the Albuquerque Chapter of the ASG 2010 
Outstanding Member Recognition.  A certificate was 
presented which says:   
 
For outstanding service, enthusiastic participation 
and exceptional contribution to the art of sewing 
and the advancement of this guild’s mission 
statement.  
 
We are grateful for your work and we thank you! 

Special Events 

 
Anne St. Clair will be here on March 19 and 20.  On the 
19th, she will have her ever popular bra class.  Anne will 
custom fit each attendee and then guide each person to 
make her custom fitted bra in class.  On March 20th, she 
will conduct “The T-shirt Class” where she will help you 
do a basic T-Shirt pattern from a Kwik Sew Pattern and 
customize it to fit your exact measurements.  She will 
offer many design ideas as well.   
 
Connie Crawford will be here on April 30 and May 1, 
2011.  On April 30 she will present a one day workshop 
titled “When Your Perky Body is Gone”.  This class will 
feature couture fit through draping, fitting and pattern 
making.  On May 1, she will schedule two hours custom 
fitting sessions with Guild members featuring one or 
two of her patterns. 
 
Check our chapter’s website for additional information 
about these events. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

The 2011 Albuquerque Fiber Arts Fiesta is 

the 8th biennial show dedicated to fiber  
arts education and to the display of fiber-related 

artwork. The Fiesta is on May 26, 27 and 28, 

2011. The Fiesta is host to a vendor mall, 

fashion shows, guild and vendor demos, classes 

and workshops, educational exhibits and a solo 

show by featured artist, Arley Berryhill. You 

can read more about her at the Fiber Art Fiesta 

website www.fiberartsfiesta.org.   

 

The 2011 Call to Entry Brochure features 16 

different divisions of entry, including a youth 

division.  The deadline to submit an entry is 

March1st. All entry forms can be found at the 

Fiber Arts Fiesta website.  Let’s have good 

representation from our guild. 

 

Additionally, the Fiber Arts Committee is 

sponsoring a Giving Tree fundraiser to support 

the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation.   

We will have a tree covered in 1000 handmade 

fiber leaves, each leaf will be numbered and 

members of all participating guilds are asked to 

produce small handmade items that will be 

packaged and numbered to correspond with the 

leaves.  People will buy a leaf for $5 and find 

the corresponding gift.  Half the fun is that 

people won’t know what gift to expect!  The 

Fiber Arts committee is looking for 1000 gifts.   

Each Guild is responsible to provide 100 gifts so 

get sewing!  A few ideas of small gifts you can 

make are: scarves, check book covers, greeting 

cards, brooches, jewelry, bookmarks, coasters 

and many, many more! Please include your 

name and guild with each gift.  You can bring 

your completed gifts to the sewing guild 

meetings and give them to Melisa Hart. 

 

Volunteers are needed during the Fiesta to assist 

in a variety of way.  Please contact Melisa Hart 

for details and to volunteer. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Neighborhood Groups 
MATERIAL GIRLS SIT AND SEW meets on the 4th Sunday of 
each month from 1:00 to 4:00 PM at Ann Silva’s Bernina 
Sewing Center.  We bring our own projects to work on and 
share ideas and eat chocolate!  Call Donna Jo at 873-2815 
if you have any questions. 
 
PINE NEEDLES meets on the last Wednesday of each 
month at 6:00 PM at Los Vecinos Community Center in 
Tijeras, except in December when we move the  meeting 
up two weeks not to conflict with the holidays and we go 
out to eat.  Call Claudia Broadwater at 281-8828 for more 
information.   
 
RUNNING STITCHES SIT AND SEW meets on the 1st, 3rd, and 
5th Mondays of each month at Abbey Lane Vacuum & 
Sewing from 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM and on the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday at Providence Church on Encantado east of 
Tramway.  Bring a sack lunch to the meetings.  Call Kim 
Kelbe at 440-8269 if you have any questions. 
 
TREADLEPUSHERS meets on the 2nd  Monday of each 
month from 10:00 AM–Noon at the member’s homes.  
There are no meetings during July and August. Programs 
are planned for each month.  Some are demonstrations of 
sewing techniques and  some involve a sewing challenge.  
Contact Kendra Margel at 856-7048 for further 
information.   
 

 

Be creative 
 Keep sewing 

  But, most of all enjoy! 

http://www.fiberartsfiesta.org/
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Meet Our Board Members 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Bernadette Houghton, Treasurer 

 

I am not a natural sewer, I have the other side of the 

brain.  Back in the day, when resources were very 

limited, I made my wedding dress and it came out 

beautiful.  I don’t know why, but after that, I did not sew 

for many years.  Then I found Ann Silva.  Oh boy, I was 

in trouble.  I purchased a Bernina 200 embroidery 

machine.  I felt like I was going straight from 

kindergarten to college all in one day.  I took many 

classes and was inspired by how wonderful and helpful 

everyone was with sharing their talents,  patterns, 

knowledge, and patience. I loved sewing again.  Not to 

mention, with the right tools, it is easier.   I’m still not 

good, but when I sew something, I am very proud that I 

did it!  I use sewing to escape the pressures of life.  When 

I sew I have to concentrate so hard that I forget about the 

world and any pressures that life brings.  I especially like 

doing the appliqué embroidery from the sewing software, 

such as Affairs of the Heart by Aie Rossmann, and 

Quilted Cross by Michelle Watts.  I would like to 

continue to grow by being a part of the sewing guild by 

providing leadership to not only the experienced sewer 

but also the sewers that are “want to be’s” like me.  I 

attended ETA Dallas a few years ago.  I took a class with 

Pam Damour, and she inspired me so much, it still sticks 

in my head.  I would like to learn how to use her many 

home decorating templates and techniques (maybe if I 

say it, I will actually do it).  I have purchased so much 

fabric and threads, under the guise, that when I retire, I 

will have everything I could possibly need and won’t 

need to buy anything.  At least that is what I tell my 

husband.  So far, he has gone along with it.  Shhhh, don’t 

tell that you always need the next latest and greatest thing 

that makes sewing easier or more fun.  

 

I have been married to Vince for over 32 years and have 

2 children, Vince, (the 5
th
) age 28 and Breanna 23.  

Vince—the 5
th
 is getting married 2/12 to a wonderful girl 

Eva Pfaff.  I am a native of Albuquerque. I have been a 

CPA for 25 years.  

 

I think what inspired me to sew was my Great 

Grandmother, who was sick when I was little, and always 

told me that when she got to feeling better, she was going 

to make me a pretty dress.  I saw many of her works, and 

do have a very old (mostly finished) quilt that she made 

that is very special to me.   

 

 

 
Nancy Lewis, Publicity 
 
When I was a youngster, anything my grandmother did 
was wonderful, and she crocheted and sewed, among 
other activities.  When I was a teenager, I used her 
machine to “whip up” a blouse out of one yard of 
fabric.  She mildly said it might not work out to well, 
and indeed it fell apart when I tried to wear it.  Then, I 
fell behind making a Christmas apron for her and 
enlisted her help.  When she opened the gift that she 
had worked on she was more surprised (and annoyed) 
than pleased.  I was surprised, too, and learned not to 
push our good relationship so far again.    
 
I majored in English and journalism at UNM, married 
and raised three children.  Sewing was a hobby I 
pursued in fits and starts over the years.  I taught in 
junior high and mid school for 13 years – language arts 
and journalism.  Sewing was still important to me as a 
good activity.  I sewed more after I stopped teaching. A 
friend and I, briefly, had a business making little girls’ 
dresses and fancy pillowcases.  We called it “Finely 
Finished”.  At times, the items were “finally finished” 
and at length the business was finally finished. 
 
By then I had a Bernina sewing machine.  In 1988 Ann 
Silva asked me to give new machine instruction to 
customers and I embarked on a great adventure from 
that point on.  It has been a delight to teach students 
eager to learn (and have no papers to grade) and be 
involved in a business whose purpose is to enable fabric 
creativity.  The expertise of many customers is 
awesome.  My friendship with Ann Silva, other staff 
members, and many sewers who come to the shop is 
dear to my heart. 
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Albuquerque ASG Newsletter Publishing 
Schedule    2011-2012 
 
Feb.- Mar. 2011 Deadline for items to be 
included Jan. 15.  Publish at the beginning of 
February  
 
April-May 2011 Deadline for items to be 
included March 15. Publish at the beginning of 
April 
 
June-July-Aug.  2011)  Deadline for items to 
be included May 21. Publish at the beginning 
of June 
  
Sept.-Oct.-Nov. 2011 Deadline for items to be 
included August 15. Publish at the beginning of 
September 
 
Dec. 2011-Jan. 2012 Deadline for items to be 
included Nov. 19. Publish at the beginning of 
December 
 
Send all information to be included in the Biased Opinions 
to Ginny Cavalluzzo at ginnyac@comcast.net or Ruth May 
at rwmay2000@yahoo.com. 
 

The Index from the Home Page of the 
National ASG web site is noted below.  It 
contains a wealth of information. Have fun 
exploring www.asg.org. 
 
 About Us 

 

  History of ASG 

Organizational Structure 

ASG in the News 

Donate to ASG 

Find Us on Face Book 

FAQ About ASG 
  

 Membership 
  

 Become a Member 

Chapter Locations 

Membership Benefits 

Renew Your Membership 
  

 Information 
  

 Annual Conference 

Chapter Awards 

Chapter Events 

Community Service 

Contests 

Links 

Notions Magazine 

Sew Much Fun Tours 

Sewing Hall of Fame 

Shop the ASG Store 
  

 Contact Us 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MEMBERS ONLY 
  

 Members Log-In 

Change Email or Address 

Chapter Newsletters 

Chat Room 

Special Offers 

Members Only 
  

 LEADERSHIP ONLY 
  

 
Leadership Login 

 

 

 

Advertising Rates 
 
Full Page:  1 Quarter Yr.  $75 – Full Yr.  $300 
Half Page: 1 Quarter Yr.  $60 – Full Yr.  $200 
Quarter Page:  1 Quarter Yr.  $50 – Full Yr.  $100 
Business Card:  1 Quarter Yr.  $15 – Full Yr.  $60 
 
A 10% discount is given for ads paid for a year in advance. 

 

mailto:ginnyac@comcast.net
http://www.asg.org/
http://www.asg.org/html/about.html
http://www.asg.org/html/structure.html
http://www.asg.org/html/news.html
http://www.asg.org/html/donate.html
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Houston-TX/American-Sewing-Guild/47940933815
http://www.asg.org/html/faq.html
http://www.asg.org/html/join.html
http://www.asg.org/files/locator/index.php
http://www.asg.org/html/benefits.html
http://www.asg.org/html/join.html#renewal
http://www.asg.org/html/conference.html
http://www.asg.org/html/awards.html
http://www.asg.org/html/chapterevents.php
http://www.asg.org/html/giving.html
http://www.asg.org/html/contests.html
http://www.asg.org/html/links.html
http://www.asg.org/html/magazine.html
http://www.asg.org/html/tours.html
http://www.asg.org/html/hall_of_fame.html
http://www.asg.org/html/asg_store.html
http://www.asg.org/html/contact.html
http://www.asg.org/html/members.html
http://www.asg.org/members/member_change_address.html
http://www.asg.org/members/scripts/newsupload/newsletters/chapter_newsletters.php
http://www.asg.org/chat/asgchat.html
http://www.asg.org/members/specials.html
http://www.asg.org/members/membersonly.html
http://www.asg.org/leadership/leadership.html
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Albuquerque Chapter Community Service 
 
CAB is considering several possible projects for this 
year’s community service.  They are:   
 
The Barrett House, which is in its 25th year of providing 
emergency housing and shelter for homeless and abused 
women and children.  The Guild is in the process of 
defining where and how our help will most benefit those 
at Barrett House. For more information about Barrett 
House, go to their website. 
 
Teaming up with Nancy’s Notions, Creative Kindness 
employees to provide dresses for little girls in remote 
villages of Africa.  Nancy’s Notions Creative Kindness, 
Little Dresses for Africa, is a non profit organization.  
These dresses are made from pillow cases and are really 
cute.  As we gather more information about this project 
we will keep you posted. 
 
If you have some thoughts as to what we should 
consider for our projects this year, please contact any 
member of the CAB with your ideas. 
 
 

ASG National Community Service Project  
 
This year, all ASG Chapters are asked to participate in 
making “Painted Turtle Pillows”. The pillows are for the 
Painted Turtle Camp which is the sixth addition to the 
Paul Newman’s family of Hole in the Wall Camps for 
seriously ill children.  To learn more about the Painted 
Turtle visit www.paintedturtle.org  
 
The completed unstuffed pillows from our chapter are to 
be given to the Albuquerque Chapter Community Services 
coordinator.  She will package and send them to Peggy 
Campbell, the national Painted Turtle Pillow Project Chair.  
The completed pillows are due prior to the national ASG 
conference. 
 
Contact any of our CAB members to obtain a pattern and 
instructions for making these pillows.  Help make a child 
happy! 
 

 
THANK YOU 

 
A letter was received from Christina Kent Early Childhood 
Center (CKECC) thanking our Guild members for the 
Christmas stockings we made and filled for the children.  
The children enjoyed their gifts.  The staff and the Board 
of Directors for CKECC appreciate all that we did to make 
the holiday a happy time for the children. 

Support Our Advertisers. 
 
Our local advertisers are generous and offer specials to 
our members.  Let them know that you appreciate their 
support of the Albuquerque Chapter of the ASG when 
you are shopping or taking classes at their stores. 

 

http://www.paintedturtle.org/
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 Friendships, camaraderie, and networking with other enthusiastic creative women are just a few of the benefits of 

membership in the American Sewing Guild. 

 

Renew your Membership/Recruit a New Member 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Threads Magazine Subscription Form 
Albuquerque Chapter ASG 

Circle your selection: 
Years      ASG Price         Regular Price 
   1          $26.36    $32.95 
   2    43.96      54.95   Renewal?      Y        N 
   3    63.16      78.95 
 
Name & Address: 
 

 

 

 
Make checks payable to:                                                    Also available:  1 Year   2 Years      3 Years 
                                                                 Fine Cooking                    $23.96     $39.96       $55.96 
Becky Arnold      Fine Gardening  $23.96     $39.96       $55.96  
P.O. Box 393      Fine Woodworking          $27.96   $47.96        $67.16 
Cedar Crest, NM 87008     Fine Homebuilding $30.36   $52.76        $75.16 
       Inspired House                 $30.36   $52.76        $75.16 

Please get your request to order THREADS magazine to Becky as soon as possible.  This will be the last order she 
will place until further notice.   
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