
 

We (Donna Jo and Becky) completed our first semester as Fashion Design students at Santa 
Fe Community College.  It was an interesting, fun, frustrating, educational, challenging, hori-
zon-widening experience.  We can now tell you more than you ever wanted to know about de-
signers like Donna Karan and Max Azria.  We have draped woven and knit garments on Wolf 
dress forms.  We can almost control the sewing speed of industrial sewing machines and 
sergers. We have new friends of all ages.   We worked hard, learned a lot, and we might have 
complained a little.  There is still a lot to learn, so we are heading back for the summer.  One 
of our classes is being taught by Bina Abling, a fashion design artist, instructor and author 
from New York City.  We are really excited about this class.  Maybe our drawings will resem-
ble people and garments! 

 

The Fiber Arts Fiesta was wonderful.  Our Guild members helped out in all areas of the event.  
There were many beautiful garments and quilts to admire and inspire us.  Too bad we have to 
wait two more long years for it to come around again! 

 

We have several Guild members attending the ASG National Convention in Los Angeles.  La-
dies, the garment district is calling you!!  Come join us and have a good time.  We will learn 
much, eat much and spend much money.  We will also see friends that we have met at Con-
ference over the years! 

 

Donna Jo and Becky 
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Chapter Advisory Board meetings are held on 

the 1st Thursday of each month at 6:30 PM.  

The meetings will be held at the Asbury Meth-
odist Church.   All members are welcome to at-
tend.  Contact either of our co-presidents if you 
have an item you wish to have discussed at the 
CAB meetings. 

General meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday 
of each month at 6:30 PM at the Asbury Method-
ist Church, 10000 Candelaria between Juan Tabo 
and Eubank.  Guests are always welcome to at-
tend. 
 

General and Chapter Advisory Board (CAB) Meetings 

CAB Members  

Education and Programs 
Donna Finley and Becky Arnold 
Fiber Arts Liaison 
Melisa Hart 
Membership/Hospitality 
Nancy Lovett . . . . . . . .   292-1362 (njlovett@aol.com) 
Marla Davis . . . . . . . . 286-8839 (abq_bears@juno.com) 
Photography 
Kristy Fink . . . . . . . . . . 286-1858 (kristyfink@msn.com) 
Sunshine 
Ginny Cavalluzzo . . . . .   293-2885 
(ginnyac@comcast.net)  
Publicity 
Nancy Lewis . . . . . . . .    266-1597 
(claudenancy@aol.com) 
Neighborhood Groups 
Melisa Hart 
Ad Hoc 
Glenda Lee 291-0695 (cslee1504@comcast.net) 
Cathy Redwood 271-0349 (geocat87@juno.com) 
Newsletter 
Leslie Sullivan 417-2481 (leslie_sullivan@yahoo.com) 
 

Co-Presidents 
Donna Jo Finley 873-2815 
(donnajofinley@comcast.net) 
Becky Arnold 281-5542 (natfibers@gmail.com) 
1st Vice President 
Melisa Hart 345-9229 
(Melisa.hart@gmail.com) 
2nd Vice President 
Cheryl Ryder 565-1894 (ceryder@earthlink.net) 
Secretary 
Jane Casey 884-7844 (janecasey@juno.com) 
Treasurer 
Bernadette Houghton 379-4104  
(bernadettehoughton@comcast.net) 
Special Events 
Donna Jo Finley 
Web Master 
Heather Briggs 271-1352 
(candhbriggs@comcast.net) 
Retail Liaison 
Lynne Seager 244-0097 (lseager@comcast.net) 
Member-at-Large and 50-50 
Susan Sullivan 254-9680 (abqsull@aol.com) 
E-Mail Coordinator 
Cheryl Ryder 
Community Service 

   open ï this could be you! 
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KUDOS  
 

Leslie Ashcraft  
Her pattern review of Butterick 5567 is fea-

tured on page 33 of the September issue of 

Threads. 

Be creative 

 Keep sewing 

  But, most of all, 

   ENJOY! 

mailto:abq_bears@juno.com
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KUDOS  

 

Kim Kelbe Wins 3
rd
 Place  

in Busy Bee Quilts, Quilt Shop Contest 

EDUCATION OF THE TEXTILE ARTS 

ETA Dallas 
 
Our very own Melisa Hart attended ETA Dallas 
this past February.  She was one of 4 participants 
in the sewing challenge. 
 
ñWe were given the scenario that we were headed 
to a beach wedding and we needed 3 outfits; one 
to wear to a rehearsal brunch, one for the wed-
ding and one for the morning after breakfast.ò  
She was given 5 fabrics and had to use some of 
each fabric, but none of her own fabric.  One gar-
ment had to be reversible, and one garment had 
to be visibly worn with each outfit.  Melisaôs re-
versible garment was also the garment she wore 
with each outfit and it was a blouse with a cowl 
collar.  She also made two skirts and a pair of  
capri pants. 
 
All of this is well captured in the ASG Dallas/Fort 
Worth Texas Chapter Newsletter ñSeamsWriteò 
April/May/June edition pp.15-17.  You can access 
this in the Members Only section at: 
http:/www.asg.org 

Community Service Hours 
 

Did you know that we report our community ser-
vice hours to ASG National? 
 

Please send your community service hours to: 
 janecasey@juno.com 

Calendar of Events 
Meeting Time  6:30 PM 

 

July 14th  Membership Meeting  Donna Barnitz ï 
Fabric Dyer and accomplished Art Quilter  Don-
na Barnitz had been dyeing and painting one of a 
kind fabrics for 15 years. She has pursued a variety 
of fabric altering techniques including batik, silk 
screening, and embellishing cotton, rayon and silk. 
This past year Donna was Artist-in-Residence at 
Petrified Forest National Park where she concen-
trated on rust dyeing fabrics that imitate the look of 
petrified logs. 
 

August 11th  Membership Meeting  Carry Wilcox 
Sewing With Hand-Woven Fabric 
 

September 2-3th State Fair Entry Dates 
 

September 8
th
 Membership Meeting  TBD 

(donôt miss this, we will surely find something great 
for this meeting) 
 

October 13th   Membership Meeting  ï State Fair 

Show and Tell 
Bring all of the items you entered! 

 
November 11-12 ð Silver City Fiber Arts Festival 

 

file:///C:/__SULLIVAN/leslie/ASG/BiasedOpionions/janecasey@juno.com
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ASG National 

Community Service Project 
In support of the Paul Newman family of Hole in 
the Wall Camps for seriously ill children our June 
Meeting was Albuquerque turtle-mania! 

To the tune of 12 Days of Christmas 
8 ladies sewing, 4 ladies cutting, 3 ladies pressing, 

2 ladies sewing eyes by hand, and 
1 sewing eyes by machine 

 

 

 

Remember to get your finished turtle to the CAB.  
We have almost 50 fiber reptiles.! 

 

 

ASG Annual  

Conference  

  

August 18-22, 2011 

Los Angeles CA 

http://www.asg.org/html/conference.html 

Next year: 
(for those who like 
to plan ahead) 

August 16-20, 2012 
Houston TX 

threads Subscriptions 

Albuquerque Chapter ASG 
 

 

 

Name & Address: 

 

___________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________ 

 

Years (1, 2, 3)    _____            Renewal?     Y    N 
 

Also available: 1 Year 2 Years 3 Years 
Fine Cooking $23.96 $39.96 $55.96 
Fine Gardening $23.96 $39.96 $55.96 
Fine Woodworking $25.60 $44.80 $63.20 
Fine Homebuilding $28.80 $50.40 $71.20 

 

Please make checks payable to Becky Arnold 

Years ASG Price Regular Price 

1 $26.36 $32.95 

2 43.96 54.95 

3 63.16 78.95 

DO YOU KNOW when your threads subscription 
expires?  Look at the label on your magazine.  
The month and the year of expiration will be noted 
on the label.  If the label reads Mar11 it means 
that your subscription will end with the March 
2011 issue. 
 

The label on my magazine is Jan12 which indi-
cates my subscription will end in January 2012. 
If you renew before the date indicated your sub-
scription will be extended according to your re-
quest. 
 

This will be your last chance to start or renew a 
Taunton magazine subscription through our chap-
ter. To take advantage of the great deal one last 
time, fill out the order blank below and send or 
give it and a check to: 
 Becky Arnold 
 PO Box 393 
 Cedar Crest, NM 87008 

http://www.asg.org/html/conference.html
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Welcome new members! 
Lynda Brashar Rosemarie Briggs 
Janet Brooks Jean Fitting 
Terry Ann Gugliotta Janice Hennequinn 
Gudy Klawer Lydia Olivarez 
Netta Pogue Karen Sebastian 
Sandra Teixeira Elaine Zipperian 
Meredith Adolf Linda Moore 
Betty Jo Viramontes Gina Waymire 
Kathleen Fasanella Vivian Colette 
Linda Jenness Jan Christine 

Support Our Advertisers 
Our local advertisers are generous and offer spe-
cials to our members.  Let them know that you ap-
preciate their support of the Albuquerque Chapter of 
the ASG when you are shopping or taking classes at 
their stores. 

Neighborhood Groups 
 
MATERIAL GIRLS SIT AND SEW meets on the 4th 
Sunday of each month from 1:00 to 4:00 PM at Ann 
Silvaôs Bernina Sewing Center.  We bring our own 
projects to work on and share ideas and eat choco-
late!  Call Donna Jo at 873-2815 if you have any 
questions. 
PINE NEEDLES meets on the last Wednesday of 
each month at 6:00 PM at Los Vecinos Community 
Center in Tijeras, except in December when we 
move the  meeting up two weeks not to conflict with 
the holidays and we go out to eat.  Call Claudia 
Broadwater at 281-8828 for more information. 
RUNNING STITCHES SIT AND SEW meets on the 
1st, 3rd, and 5th Mondays of each month at Abbey 
Lane Vacuum & Sewing from 10:00 AM ï 4:00 PM 
and on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday at Providence 
Church on Encantado east of Tramway.  Bring a 
sack lunch to the meetings.  Call Kim Kelbe at 440-
8269 if you have any questions. 
TREADLEPUSHERS meets on the 2nd  Monday of 
each month from 10:00 AMïNoon at the memberôs 
homes.  There are no meetings during July and Au-
gust. Programs are planned for each month.  Some 
are demonstrations of sewing techniques and  some 
involve a sewing challenge.  Contact Ruth May at 
298-4875 for further information. 

Internet Sites for Sewers Fun 
  

Do you need or desire new sewing furniture? A 
cabinet, tables etc.? Koala Studios has a 
Sweepstakes going now! Enjoy the fun!   
Visit www.koalaquest.com for a chance to join 
the fun! 
 How about free projects?  Exclusive sewing 
extras?  Look up www.sewnews.com/
web_extras.  We can always try something dif-
ferent, canôt we.  These looked very interesting 
and not difficult. 
 Are there readers among you?  There is a 
series of 14 or 15 novels about a master quilter  
and her quilterôs retreat.  Some of the stories 
are about the fictional ñElm Creek Quiltersò and 
others are historical featuring the residents of 
ñElm Creek Valleyò.  Even if you never looked 
at a quilt let alone or made one you will enjoy 
these stories.  Elm Creek Quilts are about sev-
eral women of all ages who have become great 
friends thru thick and thin. www.elmcreek.net.
 Urban Threads has embroidery designs. If 
you into machine embroidery (or any other 
kind) you will enjoy this site.  Try 
www.urbanthreads.com.  I found the design of 
the website a little ñoff puttingò But found the 
free projects to be interesting. 

Send me any web sites that you have found 
interesting.  I will be happy to review them and 
maybe include them in another edition of this 
news letter. 
Send them to: 
 Ask Thimblina c/o Biased Opinions 
 PO Box 14614 
 Albuquerque NM  87191-4614 

http://www.koalaquest.com
http://www.sewnews.com/web_extras
http://www.sewnews.com/web_extras
http://www.elmcreek.net
http://www.urbanthreads.com
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Meet Our Board Members 
 
Leslie Sullivan (former Librarian)  

Newsletter Editor 
I must credit Barbie with teaching me to sew.  I 
was graduating from dressing troll dolls with all 
manner of Kleenex. This doesnôt work well with 
Barbieôs slimmer longer limbs and curves. Fortu-
nately my mother was willing to not only allow me 
to use her Singer Featherweight but also teaching 
me how to use it. 
I come from a long line of accomplished sewers.  
My great grandmother was a seamstress in New 
York City in the early 1900ôs.  She taught her 
daughters to sew, in turn my mother learned to 
sew, then my sister and me.  I have taught my 
daughter and perhaps someday I will be blessed 
to teach a grandchild.   
Through the years we have sewn both because of 
need and joy.  The women in our family are signifi-
cantly taller than most and could not afford custom 
clothing unless they produced it themselves.  Mini-
skirts have not been considered stylish.  I have 
two favorite utilitarian sewing stories.  The first is 
my grandmother slitting worn sheets down the 
center and sewing the less worn outer sides to-
gether as the new middle with flat fell seams.  She 
was a very frugal lady!  The second is my mother 
having two nearly identical skirts as a teenager.  It 
was a lesson in nap with corduroy. 
My first memory of adults ñgoing to schoolò is my 
mother taking a tailoring class in the early 60ôs.  I 
was occasionally allowed in the classroom.  I re-
member wanting to do what they were doing but 
Iôm not sure I knew what they were doing. 
By the time I was nine, Barbie needed a new 
wardrobe, stretchy knit remnants were available in 
our home but I needed to move from wrapping to 
sewing basic t-shirt dresses for my curvy doll.  Af-
ter that all was lost.  In a few years I was accom-
panying my mother to fabric stores with a new set 
of eyes.  I was choosing patterns and fabric for 
things she would make for me.  I still prefer this 
type of clothes shopping to readymade. 
Middle school home economics sewing was not 
time well spent for me ï I made the shirt start to 
finish in one class while the teacher was expecting 
it to take the whole week.  In high school I was 
sewing Vogue designer patterns on my motherôs 
Pfaff (which she still uses). 

continued from left. 
I have continued to sew for my kids and grandkids.  
My children loved the fact that they could always 
have the wildest JAMS shorts (made by mom).  
When my sonôs wife became pregnant last year he 
wasted no time asking me to make baby clothes, 
blankets and then a ñmasculineò Maya Wrap so 
that he can tie the little guy on and be hands free.  
I canôt imagine my life without fabric and sewing. 
Oh yeah, I have a grown son and daughter and a 
very patient loving husband that tolerates sewing 
all over the house and two joyous grandsons.  I 
have a degree in Software Engineering and work 
as a Systems Engineer supporting the DoD ï but I 
love my fiber addictions better than any profession. 

Support Our Community 
As of June 30, 2010 there are 367 chapters in all 
50 states and 3,465,151 blankets have been deliv-
ered to children in crisis all over the United States 
and in several countries ravaged by disasters.  Al-
buquerque has a chapter too!  Watch for more 
news on a sew day this fall!  More info can be 
found at  http://www.projectlinusabq.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

State Fair 2011, September 9-25 
Lets make Deb proud of us! 
ñYou could enter that in the State Fair!ò 

Entries close at noon on Sept 3rd.  All the 
info is on the web site. 
 
http://exponm.com/state-fair/premium-book/ 

http://www.projectlinusabq.org
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ASG FIBER ARTS ARTISTRY IN ALBUQUERQUE 
Albuquerque New Mexico Chapter 

By Nancy Lewis 
 

     Whatôs the most fun we Albuquerque stitchers can have in a three-day period every other year?  Just 
maybe it would be the Fiber Arts Fiesta, held the last weekend in May. In addition to ASG, local guilds from 
basket weaving to wool manipulations (rugs) are involved in the biennial fiesta, and vendors from here and 
throughout the state and the country show their finest fiber wares.   
     Part of the enjoyment is meeting all oneôs ñmaterialò buddies in one arena and of the opportunity to 
admire one anotherôs accomplishments.  New ideas for projects are everywhere. Inspiration might come 
from other guildsô displays, from the vendorsô booths, or from conversations with one another. 
     Melisa Hart, first vice-president, found her job as Fashion Show Coordinator much work and much fun 
all in one.  Three shows included ñBeaches to Boardroomsò, casual to business wear; ñClassic Beautyò, 
party, elegance or bridal; and ñThatôs Right Off the Wallò, wearable art embellished ready-to-wear, 
costumes, and anything unusual and outrageous!  She was commentator for two shows, Jane Casey for 
one.   
     ASG participants included Leslie Ashcraft (all three fashion shows), Michele Lommasson and Jane 
Casey in the first show, Cheryle Harbaugh and Melisa Hart in the second, Kristy Fink in the third, and 
Leslie Ashcraft in the second and third.  Busy, busy ladies. 
     In addition to the shows, there were vendor demos on the stage each day.  Michele Lommasson, a 
Bernina binder attachment expert, showed a variety of applications for this useful tool.   
     In the ASG booth, among the 24 entries were ASG members Judy Botsford,  Leslie Ashcraft and 
Melisa. 
     Leslie Ashcraftôs ñTablewareò, a ñrecycledò summer dress adapted from a stained linen tablecloth with 
Hardanger and Mountmellick embroidery was complemented by a vintage silver buckle, and took second 
place in the ñCasual to Careerò category.     Her òBlue Iceò silk dupioni cocktail dress, underlined and lined, 
featured a wide pleated collar, full tucked skirt and a vintage rhinestone buckle. It captured first place for 
ñEvening and Bridalò garments.        
     Melisa traded places with Leslie in two categories.  Her first place ñSilk Blazerò in ñCasual to Careerò 
was make of embroidered silk dupioni and lined with a printed cotton.  Its seams were all either flat felled or 
bias bound. ñLaurenôs Wedding Coatò in the bridal category was a fully lined wool coat, with and-made 
flowers adorning the large shawl collar and providing a touch of color. 
     Judy Botsford ñDebonair Jacketò showcased weaving with wrapped strips, ñHò piecing and decorative 
stitch ribbon.  All plain colors in the jacket were double stitched.  And Leslieôs ñMuskrat Loveò 
fur-trimmed jacket in the ñWearable Artò division included inseam piping, an asymmetrical zippered 
opening, zippered pockets and trimmed inset ñwindowsò on the sleeves and center back. 
     For many members, the next Fiber Arts Fiesta in May, 2013, will be another opportunity for creative 
sewing until that time, and for some serious shopping when it does arrive! 

Our Presidentsô classmates at SFCC could use some help: 
"If anyone has tracing wheels and/or tracing paper that are no 
longer being used, please consider donating them to the Fashion 
Design department of Santa Fe Community College. Becky or 
Donna Jo will be happy to deliver them to the college." 
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Fiber Arts Fiesta 2011 

  

Evening Elegance Fashion Show 

Thank you to our judges Thank you to our entrants Thank you to all of the fashion show participants 

Thank you to our membership for making all of the Giving Tree items.  We provided more than was required.  
The benefactor was Juvenile Diabetes Foundation. 
 

And thank you, thank you, thank you for all the hard work that our 1st VP Melisa Hart put into organizing, 
orchestrating, and manning the Fashion Shows and ASG booth.  Only 2 years to wait for the next FAF. 
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ASG Booth Staff Melisa keeping the help in line! 

  

1st-Linda Littman,  Pink Headband S105-1 2nd--Melisa Hart, Lauren's Wedding Coat, 
S102-2 

Sewing Winners are: 
S101 1st--Melisa Hart, Silk Blazer s101-3   2nd-Leslie Ashcraft, Tablewear s101-2 
S102 1st--Leslie Ashcraft Blue Ice, S102-1   2nd--Melisa Hart, Lauren's Wedding Coat, S102-2 
S103 1st--Judith Dyess, Apres Ski S103-1 
S105 1st-Linda Littman,  Pink Headband S105-1 
S107 1st--Dianna Cooper-Ribner, Tequila Sunrise S107-11 
Viewer's Choice Melisa Hart, Hello My Name is Dior Coat, S102-3  
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1st--Leslie Ashcraft Blue Ice, S102-1 1st--Dianna Cooper-Ribner,  
Tequila Sunrise S107-11 

  
Viewerôs Choice  Melisa Hart,  

Hello My Name is Dior Coat, S102-3 
1st--Melisa Hart, Silk Blazer s101-3 

THANK YOU Ginny Cavalluzzo 
Kudos for all the great work and devotion providing our Chapter Newsletter!  Additional thank you for all 
of your help as you have seamlessly transitioned all of this to your replacement.  You have set the bar 
high but I know you are there to help out ï it is a good feeling. 
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Friendships, camaraderie, and networking with other enthusiastic creative women are just a few of the 
benefits of membership in the American Sewing Guild. 

Renew your Membership / Recruit a New Member 

 


