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HAPPY New Year

January 8 General Meeting is a SEW-IN. We will
be making pillow cases for our Ronald McDonald
House. BRING YOUR MACHINES, extension
cord, notions, and any juvenile or colorful fabrics

you want to donate. We will sew for 2 hours. Let’s
see how many we can make.

January 8 General Meeting will start our first
CHALLENGE of 2009. See page 4 for details.

February 14-15 is the ETA in Dallas. See Page 4.

March 1 is the Entry Deadline for Fiber Arts. See
Page 9 for entry form.

Renee Hollis was the
honoree of the ASG

Member
Appreciation Award

for 2008. She
received an

Applebee’s gift card
and a framed

Certificate of our
Appreciation for all

she has done for ASG.



The GOOD kind of mess by Melissa

It just seems unbelievable that we are starting a new year, doesn’t it? The last two months seemed
like a big blur – it went so fast. Now, most of us are basking in the glow of too many really great
meals, too many toys, too many gifts, too many relatives, too many bills………..

The one thing we may not have too much of is time to sew . (Oh pardon me, I meant TWO things -
the other thing is enough fabric.) I recently revisited Nancy Zieman’s book “10-20-30 Minutes To
Sew”. After reading it again, I remembered that for me to make sewing progress in busy times, I
needed to make “project piles”. I have two quilts going right now, plus the 4 pot holders I am
working on for our next challenge. Then there is that leather jacket I started, the two bags for our
“bag lady” sale at Fiber Arts Fiesta, a half dozen doggie adoption vests, and, oh yes, the bridal gown
I just started for a sewing competition.

In past years, having all these projects would have paralyzed me – I would never have sat at the
machine unless I had at least 2 hours free (erroneous thinking). In those days, I NEVER had 2
hours free, so the machine often gathered dust in the corner. It landed in the corner because of
another erroneous way of thinking – that the house had to be “absolutely picked up” all the time. A
“mess” just wasn’t acceptable.

Now that I have given up on the last thought, I feel free to leave the machine on my dining table,
with fabric draped over the chairs, and two boxes of fabric on the floor under the table. There is
always hand work on the fireplace hearth where I sit at night, and the ironing board only comes
down on Thursday (in respect for my piano students). Hubby is now quilting too, so he has a couple
of pizza boxes strewn around with new block in them.

My new way of thinking makes me much happier. And I have proof that this GOOD kind of “mess” is
not a testimony to my lousy house keeping, but rather to my creativity. Many times, neighbors or
friends have stopped in, noticed the table and commented on how wonderful it must be to have
sewing as a hobby. My neighbor’s husband even said that he wishes he had a room that looked like
my dining room, because his wife would then be working on clothes for his twin daughters.

I’m so glad I “loosened up”. Sewing now gets done in 10-15 minute snippets, hubby is happy,
charity sewing gets turned in, projects get finished, I feel creative, and life is better. Contrary to what
I was told as a child, “don’t make a mess” is not always sage advice. People are very forgiving –
even sometimes jealous - of work in progress. I just know that they wish they were me – that they
could let their inhibitions go and MAKE A GOOD MESS. I recommend that y’all give this a try this
year.

Thanks for listening. I love you all. -Melissa
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HAPPY NEW
YEAR !!
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